4^                THE   LADY   AND   THE   UNICORN
"Oh, 1 fee! so dull/' she yawned in Robert's
face, like a little cat "1 think I shall go out with
Belle."
Robert did not take fire. "Go if you want to,"
he said, but she could not bring herself to go.
Rosa imagined the men that Belle went out with
as mysterious and sinister, wine-dark, with shirt-
front's glossy as white paint? and hands accustomed
to hanale nothing less expensive than champagne
glasses and cigarettes3 banknotes and women,
She had been told about those men5 men of a
different social world from hers, and she had
heard of the girls who went with them. Suddenly
she clung to Robert.
"Robert, Robert/1 she whispered, "I do love
you, I do," and for the first time Robert kissed
her as if he would draw her heart through her lips,
Rosa twisted herself away,
"Bon% don't!" she cried, "you mustn't kiss
me like that."
"I can't help it. I love you, Why not, Rosa.,
why not?"
*
"Supposing our fathers found out?"
"They can't do anything to us. We'll be mar-
ried soon,"
But the words were empty and Rosa sighed.
"1 wish we could be."
How could they be married when they had no
money and Robert could not get work? There was
nothing he could do. His father would not train
him for anything. Fie said it was a waste of time,
except to keep him out of mischief, and there was